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Strikers in Grand 
Final at Suncorp ° 


The Brisbane Strikers have secured sec- 
Is ond place on the 1997 Ericsson Cup lad- 
ss ON iy MWe der, thus giving them two chances to 
FAOKES qualify for the Grand Final which could be 
held here in Brisbane later this month. 
Although they didn't manage to defeat lowly 
Gippsland in their final home game of the regu- 
lar season, the Strikers still retained the run- 
ners-up title - their highest ever national league 
position. After two weeks rest they must now 
play Minor Premiers Sydney United over two legs 
to decide who will have the honour of hosting 
the Grand Final. 
(Continued page 4) 


King and heir -Rod Brown (above) has possibly his 
last chance for another championship medal, whilst 
Wayne Knipe (right) may collect his first of many. 
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shaping of Beenleigh - "Thor" inter- 
view - The G.P.S. football season 
kicks off - Carl Paczensky of Easts 


"Football's not a matter of life 
or death, it's much more 
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Many thanks must go out this month, to all those 
contributors who have either sent articles to us. or 
have been most co-operative in allowing us to speak 
to them, and get their opinions. This is the whole 
point of The Farr Post, and we encourage more of 
you to get involved. As long as you don’t speak up, 
the game in Queensland will continue to be run the . 
way it is - or maybe you like it that way ? 

As the National Soccer League finals series get 
underway, let us give a big “Good Luck” to Frank 
and the lads as they attempt to bring the Premiership 
back to Queensland for the first time. We have a 
number of pages dedicated to the Strikers this month, 
and an in-depth interview with the real hero of 
Suncorp Stadium, Thor. In his interview on page 6, 
Thor seems to think that the Strikers can do it this 
year, but let us not be too complacent. We beat 
Sydney United 3-0 up here, just after Christmas, and 
then went down there the following week only to get 
flogged 4-0. Many football supporters interstate will 
be barracking for the Strikers because they feel that 
their attitude in promoting the game to the wider 
Australian public instead of just one ethnic group is 
the direction that the game must go here in Australia. 
Don’t get me wrong I’m not against the ethnic clubs. 
They have done a lot of hard work in the past, but as 
long as our game is still seen as such, we will not get 
the sponsorship and funding from private enterprise 
that other sports enjoy. 

Finally, to the XXXX Premier League, and how 
exciting some of the games have been this season. In 
“Memorable Games” on page 15 I talk about two in 
particular which have stood out in my mind as we go 
into the second round of seven games. So all you 
footy supporters who only watch the Strikers, get out 
to your local Semi-Pro club, and continue to support 
the game during the winter. 
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4 \, Strikers in Play-offs 
— 

The draw for the finals is as follows... 


Week 1 (26/27 April, 1997) 
A.Marconi 3 Adelaide City 1 (Ast leg) 
B.Melbourne Knights 1S. Melbourne 4 (1st leg) 
Week 2 (3/4 May, 1997) 

A.Adelaide City v Marconi (2nd leg) 

B.S. Melbourne v Melbourne Knights (2nd leg) 
C.Strikers v Sydney Utd. (1st leg) 

Week 3 (10/11 May, 1997) 

D.Winner A. v Winner B. (one game only) 
C.Sydney Utd. v Strikers (2nd leg) 

Week 4 (17 or 18 May, 1997) 

E.Loser C. v Winner D. (one game only) 

Week 5 - Grand Final (25 May, 1997) 
Winner C. v Winner E. 


Strikers 3 

Canberra Cosmos I 

It was only Canberra, and 
everybody expected the three 
points, Well, we did didn’t we ? 
The Strikers created the early * 
chances, and it only seemed like a 
matter of time before they would 
score. When they did, it was an 
almighty relief to many fans, as they had 
squandered a couple of early chances. We didn’t 
leap to our feet as we might have done in the past, 
because . . . well, it all seemed so inevitable. 
Wayne Knipe worked hard as always. It was great 
to see Kasey Wehrman back in his number 17 
shirt, and the defence looked much more 
confident with big Al at the back - especially in 
the absence of Battistin. In the middle Meredith 
was putting himself about as he does do 
effectively, and I know that if I had the ball, and 
knew that he was around I’d willingly give it to 
him, rather than risk one of his challenges. How 
does he get away with them ? 

Franks goal looked like it just sneaked (snook ?) 
under the ‘keeper, but we couldn’t tell from our 
seats until the rest of the crowd went up. At 1-0 
we could relax a bit, but the Cosmos never really 
threatened. We felt that it should have been more 
at the break, and wondered if they’d try to throw 
it away as they did against West Adelaide. 


Matches A. and B. are over two legs with the 
winners proceeding to match D. The losers of 
matches A. and B. are eliminated. 

Match D. is a single leg knock-out match, with 
the loser being eliminated, and the winner 
proceeding to Match E. , 

The Strikers and Sydney United play over two 
legs with the winner proceeding to, and hosting 
the Grand Final. The loser has a second chance, 
however, and will play the winner of Match D. 
in a single leg knock-out tie. The winner of this 
game will play the winner of Match C, in the 
Grand Final on May 25th. . 

Don’t worry if you’re confused, everybody else 
is too ! 
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More Strikers news on pages 
20 and 21 


But, no. With Hunter back in 
command, and pushing forward all 
the time they threatened even more, 
| and when the big man thumped 
home a freé-kick on the edge of the 
area, we could all relax a little more 
in our seats. Sean Cranney got the 
man of the match award, but Farina 
must have run him close. Not 
simply for his two goals, but the way he harrassed 
the defence in his new role of playing in “the 
hole” (no, we don’t mean Suncorp Stadium). 

His second was a gem. Receiving the ball way 
outside the box, and having time to turn, and set 
his sights, he thumped home a shot which would 
have beaten many a ‘keeper. His reaction was nol 
one of joy, merely the inevitability of it all. 
Canberra scored a consolation goal at the end, bul 
with Collingwood (away) and Gippsland at home 
as the last two games of the regular season, the 
Strikers must be assured their second place on the 
Ericsson Cup ladder. (T.M.)} 


ROCHIEDALE ROVERS RADIO 
FM 101 - Saturday 9.15 am 
Join Kieran Cooper every Saturday morning 


on FM One-O-One for all the latest on the 
local and international soccer scene. 
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BEINLUIGH 
GOCCER Cty} 


The current Beenleigh XXXX 


Premier League team is boasting only two or three - 


players who were regular starters in the Top Team 
which finished equal fifth on points in the League 
in 1996. 

New Coach Peter Bannon and his capable assistant 
Michael Somers have blended together a mixture of 
youth and experience to find a combination which 
to date is holding their own in the revamped league. 
Beenleigh is also enjoying a “country connection" 
with several players joining the Club who 
previously played in Rockhampton. . 

Club stalwart Brett Druery who has had more 
positive influence on the Club than any three 
players would normally, is joined by outstanding 
keeper Chris Roche as two of the regular players 
from 1996. Marc Lederhose and Brett Jones hold 
similar status however the remainder are new 
signings who are fitting in well. 

Michael Rowland, Ross Smart, Michael-Berridge 
and young Calvin Gneck, a player of the future, all 
originally hail from Rockhamptom and are fitting 
in well with the coaching and playing staff at 
Beenleigh. 

The Club also was fortunate in benefiting from 


Bannon resha: 


oes Beenleigh [5 a 


Logan City’s regretable absence and the Gold 
Coast's uon-admittance to the new league. 
Dean Milosevic and Michael Leake joined 
Beenleigh from Nerang with Ross Davidson 
and Lee Preston making the short trip across 
from Logan City. 

Beenleigh was also clever enough to secure 
the services of the young and experienced 
Queensland player in Keiren Galloway and 
classy Fotis Skordou from Olympic. Alan 
Gordon is also back after a stint trying his 
luck in England and Wayne Hinton from 
Brisbane Lions has strengthened the mid- 
field. 

Finally we have Troy Wickstein currently the 
League leading goal scorer who left Acacia 
Ridge for the greener pastures of Beenleigh. 
Combination of the team into a formidable 
unit was left up to Bannon and Somers and 
they are satisfied with the progress so far. The 
Club has embarked on a youth policy, and 
where possible prioritised youth when signing 
players and at the same time focusing on the 
younger players within the Club. 

John O’ Donohue 


re epee, 


Rip-off at Suncorp 
Strikers 2 Gippsland Falcons 3 


If you five in Brisbane and want to wash a car, hang out your 
washing or organize a barbecue don't do it if the STRIKERS 
are playing at home. There will be no need to water your lawn 
(hat day either. The drizzle wasn't the main problem, however, 
but the awful fare served up on the park. 

FF had said he would rest players in danger with penalty 
points, but | feel that the players should show some respect to 
the supporters, 3,500 odd tumed up last night and many more 
had invested their money throughout the season, There was 
Virtually no commitment, skill levels were awful and, until very 
late in the game passes were poorly directed and frequently to 
Opposing players. You could forgive Gippsland, they were 
third bottom and you would logically not expect too much of 
them, but the STRIKERS were second and should have 
shown some pride. 

| was no surprise and absolutely just that the Falcons went 
one, then two ahead with wall taken goals, though the second 
did result from a throw in taken 10 or 15 metres closer than 
When the ball went out. The STRIKERS’ midfield was 
dysfunctional and FF managed to get yellow carded anyway - 
how many this year, Frank? 


Eventually FF substituted himself and Brownie and the 
STRIKERS stirred and Knipe, who | personally felt was 
one who really put in 100% all night, gained a penalty and 
Al Hunter made no mistake as usual. If Al plays at Cariton 
like he did here last night, no matter how little the 
STRIKERS got from him, it was a good deal for the 
Brisbane team. A Cranney kiddy soon made his one and 
only useful contribution for the match and scored from the 
edge of the box and thus won yet another undeserved 
MOTM award. 

Gippsland scored their winner in a very appropriate way 
due to a hopelessly mishit short back pass which gave 
Bolton no hope and the poor, sad Gippslanders were 
celebrating like they'd won the league. 

| can understand that missing out on the game in two 
weeks would be on players’ minds, but fo serve up this 
Stuff is appalling. Crowd members were calling for their 
money back and a bloke with me who was given a free 
ticket for his birthday thought he was ripped off. My main 
concem is that this is a poor way to prepare for an 
important match. Now they have a fortnight without a 
game and | pray that last night's performance hasn't 
settled them into a negative groove. 

Dave Marshall. 


“T’m Thor .. 


For most of us, going to watch the Strikers 
conjures up images of a Nordic warrior 
lurging the supporters to get behind the team, 
and then running through the crowd waving 
and screaming when they finally force the 
ball over the goal-line. 

Roving reporter G.K. went to find out who 
the man under the horny helmet was, and 
what makes him do what he does whenever 
the Strikers play. 


Where did the idea of Thor come from? 

Well it came from a number of areas, really. Basically 
the marketing manager of the Strikers when they first 
started, Mr Pat Hanson, had discussions with the new 
Board of Directors, and he was given a little bit of a free 
reign to try and change the type of support that soccer 
was getting both in this state and in this country. He 
thought that some form of mascot or cheerleader of 
some description would change the idea of just having 
a few supporters in the stand singing a few songs. So 
he asked a number of soccer supporters in Brisbane, 
including myself, fo drag a few bodies down to see what 
we could come up with. We went along to the first 
Strikers match four years ago - | can’t even remember 
who we played at that stage - and we had a great time. 
We then spoke to Pat afterwards and he said “Yes, 
there was a terrific atmosphere’, even though it was the 
first match. He then came back to us very promptly, and 
brought up this mascot idea of “Thor” - god of thunder - 
thunder and lightning etc., and it seemed to fit in. | 
myself had been doing amateur acting for five or six 
years and more or less one thing led to another and 
they said “would you be interested” and ! said ‘I'll give 
anything a go once” and we're sitting here four years 
later. 


Are you now contracted in some way to the 
Strikers, or are you doing this out of the love of 
your heart or do they look after you in some way? 
As we sit here today, I'm unofficially contracted to the 
Strikers, but they do pay me. They pay my expenses 
and a small remuneration for services rendered if you'd 
like to put it that way, but we don't have a formal 
contract. 
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. | interview by G.K. © 
Tell us a bit about Frank Farina. 
Frank is a gentleman, and a really nice guy and | 
him amongst my close aquaintances. He’s a gen 
ambassador for the game, he interviews well on Ty 
comes across as a professional and everything 
see him do and that | have knowledge of him d& 
he's done for the good of the Strikers and for sooy 
general. | was fortunate enough to travel away wil} 
team this weekend (against Collingwood) and | 
also fortunate enough to be in the dressing room, 
to and after the game and Frank’s attitude to the ge 
the season, the finals coming up, the players in ge: 
was nothing short of fantastic and it was » 
professional. it was an honour to have been there 
see how professional he is and all the players as 
He's got a great atmosphere going there. He pro 
that on the weekend, they stuck to their guns, il 
tough in the first half and they came away 2-0 winny 


Tell us a little bit about your background, (aka f 
Robinson) with regards your football career. 

| came from England originally when | was eight yy 
old. | hadn't played at all there, so | started playing ly 
at approximately nine years of age and | was al 
reasonably tall, even then, so | became a goalkeepy 
played a year for a team called South Brisbane, fj 
were a church team and there were only two team 
the competition that year and we won it. That was u(l 
tens and | believe | stayed with them until unl 
fifteens. | left school when | was fifteen and once | 9) 
taste of the working life and a little bit of money, sot 
took second place. For six years | did nothing as fal 
sport was concerned, and | travelled overs 
extensively for about 18 months over a 3 year peril 
When | came back, and settled down a little, | jol 
Acacia Ridge Soccer Club, and had a season( 


Commercial League. Instead of being a goalkeep 


decided, that | needed to be up front and score 9 
goals - instead of trying to stop them all the tim, 
became a centre forward and moved into the Acai 
Ridge fourth or fifth division team. | had no aspiratioi 
nor the talent, fo ever become a regular first lé 


player, although | did play reserves on a numbef! 
occasions. | was a little bit injury prone but | did pi 


continuously with Acacia Ridge until about 1991. Ab) 
12 years. 
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Anything spectal that sticks out in your mind ? 

Yes, a few. | think it was fifth division match against 
Caboollure at Acacia Ridge and we played fairly 
attacking football. There was three of us playing up front 
and we beat Caboolture 9-0 and there were three 
hatricks. |-was one of them. We had an almost 
unbeatable side in those days, the late eighties, and we 
virtually ran riot over every team we played. 8-0, 9-0,10- 
0 every week. We played Lions in the last game of the 
season, | was second top goal scorer, equal with a chap 
called Johnny Keane and neither of us could obtain top 
goal scorer for the year but Keaney had scored a hatrick 
and | came on as substitute in the second half, We were 
6-0 up in the first half and { came on and scored five in 
the second half. 


Who were the good players you played with, that 
you've seen play throughout your time In Brisbane? 
Well | was very fortunate when | first started playing at 
Acacia Ridge to play very, very infrequently with one 
Alan Hunter. | may have played a couple of games with 
him, certainly in the lower divisions, when he was either 
coming from injury or in the reserves or something like 
(hat but | was never in his class. When Alan was about 
17 or 18 years of age he was with Acacia Ridge, he then 
moved on to Lions, and the rest is basically history. 
Another player that stands out for me - apart from 
yourself, of course - was John Gillespie. But | think most 
of the guys that | played with, and had my career with 
were never going to be world beaters. They were 
tremendous club, and maybe first division players but | 
don't think they were ever going to make it big in the 
National League, and no disrespect to these guys. 
These sort of people helped me a lot in my career , and 
|'m still friends with them all. 


Going on from that, who are the players in the 
Strikers squad that stand out to you? 


| don’t have any favourites. There have been squads of . 


between 14 and 20 players at any given time at the 
Strikers and every one of them has put an effort in at 
some stage. However, if | had to pick out the player to 
watch for the future it would have to be Kasey Wehman 
{0 be quite honest. 

Most people that read the magazines and come to the 
games will see that the Q.A.S. have done a fantastic 
job, too. Greg Brown and his staff have set up a great 
Siructure there, and although Greg's moved on now we 
hope that it can continue. 


Where do the little Thors come from? 

They're all members of the Junior Supporters Club. 
They join the club, they get t-shirts, sticker etc. and 
then one of them is picked out randomly each 
fortnight and contacted and asked if they wish to be 
junior Thor. | believe there is an age limit, [ think it’s 
about 10 years of age. 


With the Costume that you wear with the horns, 
do you enjoy being horny? Is that a stand out 
feature for you? 

That's perhaps not a phrase that | may have used 
but yes, a couple of homs on my hat always make 
me feel good. 


What chance are the Strikers for a Grand Final 
victory this year? 

They have a very good chance. Certainly we can 
beat Sydney United here, again and | believe, a 
minimum of a draw away. At Collingwood | noticed 
the comraderie, the will to win and the sheer 
professionalism that Frank has instilled into the 
squad. One of the unsung heroes of this year is 
Frank’s assistant, Peter Tokesi, and they've both 
been under a fair bit of pressure, especially with 
Frank being on the park aswell. But honestly, the 
young guys have blended with the older guys who 
have got their influence and generally the team is in 
high spirits. | believe on our day, as long as nothing 
silly happens, we can beat anybody in the country 
and | feel we will. 


What would you like to say to any Strikers 
supporters out there ? 

The next couple of games are as an important a 
series of games that have ever been played in this 
state or that a team from this state has ever been 
involved in. This is an opportunity for Brisbane 
soccer supporters, whether they support the Strikers 
regularly or not to come along have a look at the best 
two sides in the country. Have a look at the Strikers 
and see the future of soccer in this state. | believe 
the Strikers can go all the way, and if anybody has 
got half an inclining to took at a soccer match, this is 
the time to do it. Get out and support the Strikers ! 


See “Thor Banned !” on page 9. 
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's Wanderers show the 
71 Gallipoli spirit 
The Farr Post have a new reporter on the staff. Rueben 
McDuck has just graduated in Journalism from the 
University of Queensiand, and his first position is as 
junior Sports Editor at The Farr Post. He hopes to own 
his own newspaper one day, and maybe his own code 
of football. As his first assigninent we sent him away 
with the South Farr Wanderers on their away trip to 
Cooktown (not to be confused wth Cooktown in Farr 
North Queensland). Here is his report. 


I met up with the Wanderers captain Cook just before the 
team bus left for our away match. He warned me about 
the possibility of a bit of a rough match, and related the 
story of how his ancestors had settled in this western part 
of Queensland many generations ago. He was the black 
sheep of the family, falling out with his four brothers 
who all played first grade for Cooktown, and he came to 
the Shire of Farr many years ago now. He called it a 
“friendly rivalry”. 

As the bus pulled away from outside the South Farr 
Hotel, I counted only seventeen people available for team 
selection, and I guessed we'd be picking up players on 
the way. The other passengers that morning were our 
fanatical supporters the “Grubby Stubbies”. I wasn’t sure 
whether it referred to their attire, or the bottles that 
always seemed to be attached to the palms of their hands. 
It wasn’t long before | had fallen into a doze. 

When I awoke we were at the outskirts of Cooktown, and 
the supporters had launched into the first of what turned 
out to be a number of very melodic, yet abusive songs for 
the day. As we disembarked the bus, we were met with a 
hostile crowd of locals, wearing only singlets and thongs 
baying wildly at our players. Most were drunk, and as it 
was Anzac Day weekend, I guessed that some of them 
had been drinking heavily. 

When the players went into the dressing room to get 
changed I found myself a large Gum tree under which I 
sat, and began preparing this log. Within minutes I was 
confronted by “Bushy” Brown the reserve grade captain, 
who threw a shirt and boots at me, and yelled, 

“Come on, city boy, you’ve gotta play aswell, you 
know.” 

it was only then that | realised why the “Grubby 
Stubbies” had begun drinking so early. 

“Yeah, city boy, we can’t do it after all this ale, now can 
we ?” they teased, as Brown led me away to the dressing 
“sheds”. I'd always wondered why they called them 
sheds out these parts. Now I knew why. 

Hay and cow dung was spread across the floor, and a 
couple of logs down the sides of the “dressing room” 
were our benches. A couple of nails in the wall, would be 
our clothes hooks. As I looked into the room with the 
sign “Home Team” above the door, I saw a tiled floor, 
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wooden benches and a table for rubbing down. 

I was positioned on the right side of midfield, and hay 
played football many years ago at school, realised thay” 
silky skills would soon be dusted off, and I ¢ 
outsmart my opposite number. He was an aged gentley 
of some forty years, who was wearing only stubby shy 
and a singlet with the number “8” scrolled on the bag 
indelible ink. When he turned away from me I coulj 
his huge beer belly, and as I chased after to mark him| 
through an invisible cloud of stale beer. After only 

or four minutes I could hear him wheezing, and cough 
as he struggled to keep up with me. : 
Although he was heavier than me I realised that be 
nimble would be my saviour for the day. When I gojj 
ball, he trundled towards me. I would simply knock it; 
and use my speed to outpace him. When I did soy 
didn’t seem to want to stop, and as he hit me the liy 
went out. 


When I came to, the sunlight was flickering off my {) 
under the Gum tree, and I found my notebook and pey, 
next to me, On looking around, I realised that the fj 
grade game was underway. I had been out cold for mp 
than two hours. Apparently our reserve grade side 
lost 5-0, with only the nine men left on the park, 
impressive performance if you ask me. But no-one did 
As the main game progressed I could see that we wp 
under enormous pressure for most of the first half. Evy 
time Jimmy Cook went anywhere near the ball he \ 
kicked and punched repeatedly. At one point I-felt 
enough to shout at the referee, who simply ignored me 
“He’s too scared to do anything” a member of | 
“Grubby Stubbies” told me, and thrust a bottle of XX} 
into my hand. When I learned that we had scored will 
the first five minutes to lead 1-0, I was somewh 
pacified, yet the attention paid by the opposition 
Jimmy Cooks ankles, shins and knees was beyond a jo! 
and he hit the deck many times as the first half came ( 
close. 

In the second half, it was more of the same, and when { 
inevitable brawl erupted with fifteen minutes to go, it w 
obvious that the locals were sick of being a goal 
atrears.”Smacker” Smith (a funny nickname for such 
docile chap) was sent from the field, and as the gai 
neared full time we had to fight a rearguard action wil 
only ten men, 

Eventually the whistle blew for the last time, and th 
brawl was on again. I retreated to the safety of the bi 
which had two flat tyres by now, and left the two tribesil 
sort out their differences. The last time I looked they wel 
all arm-in-arm singing in the members bar, and | doz 
off once more. 

When I came to, it was the combined smell of stale bet 
stale sweat, stale breath and fresh vomit that aroused im 
and I wished that I was back in Brisbane. Playing awi) 
against Southside Eagles didn’t seem that bad after all! 
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The 1997 G.P.S. football season kicks off this weekend (May 
3rd), with nine teams competing. Defending Premiers Ipswich 
Grammar School will be locking to make it "back to back" 
premierships but will be strongly challenged by Nudgee 
College, Toowoomba Grammar School and Brisbane Boys' 
College. 

The first few weeks matches are as follows... 


Saturday 3 May 

Brisbane Grammar School v The Southport School . 
Nudgee College v Anglican Church Grammar School 
Brisbane Boys College v Toowoomba Grammar School 
Gregory Terrace v Ipswich Grammar School 

Brisbane State High School (bye) 


Saturday 10 May 

Brisbane State High School v Toowoomba Grammar School 
Brisbane Boys College v Ipswich Grammar School 
Brisbane Grammar School v Nudgee College 

Anglican Church Grammar School v Gregory Terrace 

The Southport School (bye) 


Saturday 17 May 

The Southport Schooly Nudgee College 

Gregory Terrace v Brisbane Grammar School 

Ipswich Grammar School v Brisbane State High School 
Brisbane Boys College v Anglican Church Grammar School 
Toowoomba Grammar School (bye) 


Saturday 24 May 

Toowoomba Grammar School v Ipswich Grammar School 
Anglican Church Grammar School v Brisbane State High School 
The Southport Schooll v The Southport School 

Nudgee College v Gregory Terrace 

Brisbane Grammar School v Brisbane Boys College 

Nudgee College (bye) 


Seturday 31 May 

Nudgee College v The Southport School 

Nudgee College v Gregory Terrace 

Brisbane Boys College v The Southport School 

Toowoomba Grammar School v Anglican Church Grammar School 
Brisbane State High Schoo] v Brisbane Grammar School 

Ipswich Grammar School (bye) 


Hopefully, we'll be able to bring you some scores and 
match reports as the season progresses. 


Thanks to Tony Wood at Toowoomba Grammar School 


38 Springwood 


bringing you local and 


www: australiatrade.com. 


Thor Banned ! 


Our attempts to offer the Q.S.F. 
help in preparing stats and 
promoting the game in Australia 
were dealt a further blow at the 
recent Strikers v Canberra 
Cosmos game. Our photographer 
was teeing up “Thor” for a shot 
of him reading The Farr Post 
when a paid employee of the 
Q.S.F. stepped in and informed 
us that “Thor” could not be 
photographed reading this 
fanzine. As “Thor” is under 
contract to them he felt that he 
could not jeopardise his 
agreement with the club, and the 
picture was not taken. 

We leave you to make your own 
conclusions ! 


Should we lose Shanks ? 
There was an almighty blue at 
The Farr Post offices the 
other week, when one of our 
contributors said that he was 
sick of seeing Bill Shanklys 
immortal words on the front 
cover every month. 

So we’ll put it to the readers, 
should we lose that phrase, 
and if so what would we 
replace it with ? 


Howard Warren with 
Russell Preston, 


international news. 
Tune in from 11.30 am - 
12.00 every Saturday. 
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' Emelec 


: *V.Sarsfield 
*EI Nacional 


’ *Racing C. 
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The final group match results are given below - 
remember Group 3 was completed in March, 
and in the next column we look at the results 
from Round 2., 


Group 1. 
8th April: Guarani 3 Bolivar 1. 


11th April: Cerro Porteno 2 Bolivar 0. 
“Bolivar 

*Petrolero 

*Guarani 


C.Porteno 


Group 2. 
5th April: V.Sarsfield 1 Emelec 1. 


Group 3. 
All matches finished in March. 


Group 4. 
11th April: Cruzeiro 2 S.Cristal 1. 
15th April: Gremio 2 5.Cristal 0. 


Group 5. 

8th April: Dep.Cali. 0 Nacional 1, 
11th April: Millonarios 2 Nacional 0. 
15th April: Nacional 1 Dep.Cali. 1. 
18th April: Penarol 4 Dep.Cali. 3. 


*Millonarios 


*Nacional 


Dep.Cali. 


The second and subsequent phases are played 


on a two-leg knockout basis, and below we have 


the results from the first few games that were 
played on April 23rd. 


Guarani (Paraguay) 2 Gremio (Brazil) 1. 
Sporting Cristal (Peru) 0 Velez Sarsfield 
(Argentina) 0. 

Minerven (Venezuala) 1 Bolivar (Bolivia) 1. 
Racing Club 3 River Plate 3 (Both Argentina) 
Millenarios (Colombia) 2 Penarol (Uruguay) 
0. 


The other teams to qualify are El Nacional 
(Ecuador), Colo Colo (Chile), Cruzeiro 
(Brazil), Universidad Catolica (Chile), 
Nacional(Uruguay), and Oriente Petrolero 
(olivia). 

The second leg matches must be played on or 
before May 14th, after which we are down to 
the last eight, and as we reach the final stages 
we hope to bring you some match reports and 
goal-scorers, 


* denotes qualified for phase 2. 
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Euro 


The European Champions League Cup Final 
will be between Juventus of Italy, and Borussia 
Dortmund of Germany on Wednesday May 
28th in Munich, Germany. 

Dortmund defeated Manchester United in both 
legs by 1-0. Firstly, on April 9th, at home with 
a deflected shot by Rene Tretschok after 76 
minutes, and then they went to Manchester, 
two weeks later, and Lars Ricken stunned the 
§5,000 crowd with a goal in the eighth minute. 
Over the two legs, Dortmund were deserved 
winners, putting United under immense 
pressure in the first leg in Germany, and then 
playing a defensive, yet organised, game in the 
return leg, to hold the English champions. 

In Manchester for the second leg, urged on by 
fanatical support, United went behind to that 
early goal, but created many chances, and Gary 
Pallister, who, only four days earlier had scored 
two with his head against title contenders 
Liverpool, missed a golden opportunity to put 
them back in the game midway through the first 
half. His header, similar to one he scored 
against Liverpool went wide this time. Eric 
Cantona also missed a golden opportunity to 
score in the first half but he hit the ball against 
the. foot of a German defender who was on the 
ground at the time. It did seem easier for him to 
score, but then it always does from the comfort 
of your own lounge doesn’t it ? 

In the other semi-final Italian champions and 
Cup holders Juventus defeated Ajax of 
Amsterdam 6-2 on aggregate. Racing to a 2-0 
lead with goals through Amoruso (14 minutes) 
and Vieri (41) in their first leg encounter in 
Amsterdam, the Italians consolidated in the 
second half, but allowed Jari Litmanen to score 
for Ajax after 66 minutes to finish 2-1 ahead. 
The second leg was a mere formality for Juve as 
they won 4-1, with goals from Lombardo (34 
minutes), Vieri (36), Amoruso (79) and Zidane 
(80), Melchiot put some respectability on the 
scoreline pulling one back for Ajax after 75 
minutes, 

With Juventus looking likely to retain the 
Italian championship aswell, there can’t be a 
better club side in the world at the moment. 
They should retain the Champions Cup on May 


ean Cham 


pions League 


28th in Munich, and then they will play the 
South American champions once more in 
Japan, and who will bet against them winning 
that one too ? 

In the European Cup-Winners Cup Paris 
St.Germain (France) defeated Liverpool 
(England) 3-0 in the first leg of their semi- 
final, and managed to hold them to 0-2 in the 
second at Anfield. The Frenchmen go through 
3-2 on aggregate, but it was by the skin of 
their teeth as Liverpool goalkeeper David 
James came up for a corner in the final 
minute, but headed over the bar. In the other 
semi-final, Barcelona of Spain could only 
manage a I-1 draw with their opposition - the 
Italians of Fiorentina in their home leg, but 
tin the return leg won 2-0. 

In the third European competition, the 
U.E.F.A. Cup, Inter Milan defeated Monaco 
3-2 over the two legs, and Schalke of 
Germany beat Tenerife of Spain 2-1 on 
aggregate. 


The Farr Post staff. 


The people who write for The Farr 
Post are simply football supporters 
who feel that they want to contribute 
something to the game that gives 
them so much pleasure. Everybody 
sees the game in a_ different 
perspective, and many people are 
interested in reading how you see the 
game. Whether it’s a story from your 
past, or an opinion that you may 
have about the game, there is a 
genuine interest !| So get up off your 
backside, put pen to paper, and tell 
us about that goal you scored in 
1957, surrounded by defenders in 
the last minute of that Sunday 
League cup match, even though you 
lost 7-1! 

Now where did I put my losers medal 
from that Sunday League game ? 
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Footballer in another life 


In the first of a new series of articles The Farr Post will look at some interesting characters in our 
game. This months interview is with Carl Paczensky of Eastern Suburbs first team. Easts are the 
oldest club in the Brisbane competition having been established over 100 years ago. Good effort that} 
As well as being a prolific goalscorer and pacey right half (comment from Eastern Suburbs players 
welcome!!!) Carl is lead singer of an excellent rock band called Trafford, who have a regular gig al 
Dooleys in Fortitude Valley. Cub reporter David Henry caught up with Carl recently. 


Tell us what your background is. 

My father is actually Russian and that’s where the 
name comes from. But he was actually born in India 
and raised in England. My mother is Irish and | was 
born in England. We moved to Australia when | was 
four, in 1974, and I’ve been back to the U.K. twice 
since, 


So in terms of playing football, was it 
your dad that taught you how to play 
> 

We grew up in Greenwich in London, 
and my dad trialled for Chelsea, and 
played reserves but never broke 
through. We used to go down to the 
park and train together, but he never 
pushed me. I idolised him. He 
captained the Australian Army side, 
and the Australian Forces which is the 
Army, Navy and the Airforce. 
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Right now you are playing at Easts, 
what other teams or divisions have 
you played in ? 

I played for The Gap from 1988 to 1992, and 
have been at Easts for five years now. The Gap were 
very good and we had a good atmosphere there. 
But when that died I decided to join Easts who are 
a great club. This years standard of play is well 
above last year, and the way we are playing is a lot 
better as a group. The intensity is there, and I think 
the group of guys that we have got now is very 
talented. Some of the team are made up of guys 
from Townsville and North Queensland. They have 
immigrated down to Brisbane because the standard 
of soccer is a lot better here. They were in a 
premiership winning side up there. 


So how does the team compare to last years ? 

I'd say that it is a 110% better, and would kill last 
years side at the moment. Last year there was no 
spirit, no heart, and it’s hard to play when it is like 
that. There was a lot of turnover of staff in the off 
season. A lot of people got out - bad cogs getting 
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out of the works — and new people, enthusiastie 
people, who are hungry for success have come in. 


Because your team is in semi professional North, 
do you find much difference between the standard 
of teams and the new structure ? 

I think Premier League is a fot harder and faster -) 

poses {Ot Of quicker thinking and a lot more 
| technical. We finished second bottom 
last year, but this year it’s not so much 
more the technical stuff, it’s hard hitting, 
hard tackles - a lot more physical. There 
is a lot of people who don’t have a lot of 
y skill and they just go out to thump 
q people. The lower you go down the 
| divisions the more physical it gets. 
3 But the higher up you go they are more 
) professionally minded and all they want 
mi to do is win. Every one of the guys | 
F) the Premier League is on money, so /f 
you get involved in the rough stuff and 
you get booked you can miss weeks, 
Especially the Premier League teams - 
- they must be on $200 a game and this 
is their pay. Say it is $200 a match and it goes up 
$50 for every win. So if they win the next game it 
will go up to $300, but as soon as you lose you are 
back down to $200. So you can’t afford to get sent 
off. At Easts it would range from from $80 win to 
$200 a win top player. 


So just in general terms about playing Queensland 
soccer, is there anything you would like to see 
changed, or anything you as a player would like to 
have your say about ? 

Iam pretty happy with the restructure of the league, 
I am very happy with some of the things that they 
have formed and implemented like this home and 
away cup competition. We lost on the weekend 3-2. 
It was 2-all and was two minutes away from going 
into penalties, and Rocklea scored the winner in 
sudden-death extra-time. Even though we lost it was 
really exciting stuff and that is what the game needs, 
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So then outside of playing football, you play in 
your band called Trafford which you are the 
jead singer of. How did you name the band, (as 
if ic isn’t obvious) ? 

My first passion is Manchester United. It 
wouldn’t be beer. It wouldn’t be women. It is 
Manchester United. United play at Old Trafford, 
and that is how the name came about. 


And why Manchester United with a background in 
Greenwich, London ? 

My great grandfather supported United, my 
grandfather supported United, but my father didn’t. 
My grandfather instilled in me that I was not going to 
support any other team from as little as two. 


And your band, Trafford, how did they come 
together ? 

There Is five of us now, and about five years ago, 
myself and Martin, the lead guitarist, were playing 
soccer at The Gap and someone dared us to put on a 
show. | was mucking around in the shower with 
Martin, (oh, yeah ? Ed) and I bet we could put on a 
better show at the presentation night than the year 
before. So the two of us got up with two other guys 
from the Gap, who are no longer in the band, and we 
put a show on together. We only did three songs, and 
it was just a laugh, basically. A couple of years later I 
was playing at Easts and Dan, the Rhythm guitarist, was 
up there playing away by himself. He was an excellent 
musician but had an absolutely terrible voice, but 
everyone said that he was very good. So I spoke to Dan 
and said that we could get together and do something 
together. Then I got Marty into the band, another guy, 
Dan’s friend, Oliver who was our main drummer, and 
then his brother-in-law, Sean, came in who plays bass 
now, We are all based around Eastern Suburbs and 
that’s where we used to rehearse after training or at the 
weekends. Then Easts decided to use us and pay us 
$100 after every home game and have the band 
playing. We weren’t too good for the first six months 
but we just persevered. 


Your current regular gig is at Dooleys. How did you 
get that ? 

This was through a couple of channels. My brother was 
over from England and he had no work on so we 
employed him to be a manager for the band and what 
he did all day was ring bars up and try and get us 
auditions. He got us an audition at Dooleys and went 
down there to meet the talent scout, Serena. Then, 
Marie, a girl who plays for Eastern Suburbs ladies team 
knew Serena and I think that she had a word in her ear 
about us. I think that she really helped us a fot there. 
We play there Saturday and Sunday night. Saturday 


we start at 9.30 just 
in case I’ve got a game 
on Saturday evening 
and Sundays we start at 
7.30pm. The Saturday night gig goes from 
9.30 to 1.30 although we never ever finish at 
1.30 they always make us play longer, and on 
Sunday it is 7.30 to 11.30pm. 


What kind of music do you play in the band, 


and waht is your motivation and inspiration ? 
] would have to say it is very British orientated 
like the Beatles, and a lot of Oasis. We are 
starting to vary it now, so we play a lot of Pearl 
Jam, Smashing Pumpkins, Crowded House, Bob 
Dylan, Rolling Stones it’s really variable at the 
moment. 

I got the job to select all the music and I go 
basically off what’s popular on Triple JJ] and 
Triple MMM and what I know is going to be a 
pretty good hit. Some of the songs that we do 
really involves the crowd jumping up and down 
and having a good time. 


So what’s the future hold for Carl Paczensky ? 
As far as football goes I’m very happy with 
Easts. | won’t be going anywhere else. | want to 
see Easts win the premiership or at least do well 
and get to the finals this year. In fact I will put 
it on the table - we are deadset going to make 
the finals this year. Personally, though, | 
couldn’t play in a better team. I am not a very 
talented soccer player. I wish I had half the 
talent my father had and I would be a world 
beater but I don’t. 

As for the band . . . we are cutting a CD in 
about four months time. We have got our own 
material, 1 write the lyrics and Dan and Sean 
write the music. But we haven’t played any yet 
at Dooleys. We will probably try a few in the 
next 2 weeks to see the reaction. 

We want to try and get unearthed by Triple JJ] 
and that is what we are working to because they 
are doing a big unearthing process at the 
moment. Our manager, Tony Gilmore, has a lot 
of contacts so as soon as we get our CD out we 
are going to be pushing and Tony is going to be 
doing that all day, ringing record agencies. 


So The Farr Post could be having the first ever 
interview with Carl Paczensky from Trafford ? 
Yes, “The Trafford” that’s right. 


mes 


2 ‘ The Farr Post 
| 


After the first round of seven games, The Fa 
than they expected, but others have surprised 


When the eight Premier League teams were 
announced late fast year there were a lot of 
people picking fault with the selection of some 
clubs. It seemed that the Q.S.F. had left out one 
or two who, on paper, had excellent creentials 
whilst others were included, who, for one reason 
or another didn’t seem to measure up. Two or 
three clubs jodged appeals, but it seemed that a 
decision had been made, and there wasn’t to be 
any changes to the defined format. 

As the season neared in January The Farr Post 
visited every one of the eight clubs, and 
presented a run-down of their facilities - even 
down to the price of a pot of beer. (A lot of 
people liked that !) 

So, here we are after seven weeks of the new 
season, and a couple of these clubs are now 
struggling, whilst others are doing very well, 
thank you very much. We decided to give you an 
update of how we have seen the eight clubs 
both on and off the park. From their facilities to 
their performances in the competition. 

Let us first of all look at the form on the park. 
Brisbane City. 17 Points. After the first seven 
games they have only dropped four points, and 
are three clear of the chasing pack. Obviously 
strengthened by the inclusion of Chris Slater 
and Damian Waugh from the Strikers they won 
the first three games by the score of 1-0. This 
indicates that coach Bob Hamilton has them 
playing a very careful game. Obviously if they 
don't concede a goal, they can’t lose. 

Taringa Rovers. 14 Pts. They were always 
going to be up there with the leaders, and have 
shown that their youth policy is paying off. Their 
only drawback, could be their lack of 
experience. This showed in their draw at 
Brisbane City, when they were two up at haif- 
time, and could so easily have been five, only to 
concede two in the second half, and lose two of 
the three points on offer. Coach John Ogden, 
(the other Burnley fan) was not happy. 
Brisbane Lions. 13 Pts. After their usual slow 
start they have ground out the results, with four 
wins out of four as we start the second round. 
Coach Miron Bleiberg will have given them a 
couple of hard training sessions after defeats in 
rounds one and two to City and Rochedale 
Rovers - by the odd goal on both occasions. 


Premier League clubs, both on and off the field. For some the season is turning out tougher 


rr Post assesses the fortunes of the eight XXXX 
even themselves. 


Beenleigh. 12Pts. The surprise package of the 
eight. Many said that they would be wooden-spoon 
contenders, but in round 6 they went to Rochedale 
on a Saturday night and won 5-2, to end the 
Rovers unbeaten home record. Troy Wickstein is 
joint leading scorer after the seven rounds with five 
goals (with, Rochedales Kieran Cooper). 
Rochedale Rovers. 11 Pts. They signalled a 
warning to all the other clubs when they won the 
pre-season Silver Boot trophy, and then put four 
each past Wynnum and Lions in 
their opening two games. Since 
then they have only picked up five 
points from a possible fifteen to slip 
into the bottom half of the table. 
Coach Garry McDowell will not be 
happy with his charges, especially 
losing suspended captain Gary 
Brattan for three matches after the 
game at Coalstars. 

Bundaberg Waves. 8 Pts. Still 
unbeaten at home, they are 
obviously struggling with the 
travelling to Brisbane every other 
week. John Lawler has impressed 
since coming into the side, and their 
lack of a good striker should be a 
worry for coach Aldo Barretta. 
However with Rod Brown due to go 


up there after the N.S.L. season, | Giorgiou in that thr 


they should start scoring more 
goals. (See “Rum City News’ on page 20). 
Coaistars. 4 Pts. Apart from their three points for 
beating Wynnum and taking a point from 
Rochedale at home, the stars haven't shone yet. 
Coach Paul Barry was pleased to get Fraser Cuba 
in his squad only to lose him for three games for 
fighting with Rochdales Gary Brattan. Trouble off 
the field can’t be helping the lads concentrate on 
their games either. P 
Wynnum District. 0 Pts. Playing better football 
than their position indicates. Coach George Cowie 
is looking at strengthening his squad, and hopefully 
sooner rather than later. For every match that they 
lose it puts more pressure on their opposition the 
following week. | don't believe that they'll go 
winless all season, and when they get one I'm 
convinced they'll get a couple more. 


(TM) 


: r A 
“Me, and my shadie” Seve Fitzsimmons of 
Rochedale is kept ingty Lions’ Peter 
Nelilands. 
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One of the things that came out of our 
interview with President Wallace Dann last 
month was the way that the Q.S.F. are gauging 
clubs for the possibility of resurrecting the state 
league in the future. The new Premier League 
structure was designed as a pre-cursor to such 
a competition, if we understood it that way, and 
as well as having a strong squad on the park, 
clubs were expected to have facilities to match. 
As a “fans magazine” we feel very strongly 
about facilities for spectators, and we'd hate to 
see a club with a good junior base, and a strong 
team come the weekend, lose their Premier 
League status because the beer was flat or the 
pies were something that your dog would turn 
its’ nose up at. 

‘So, whilst checking out the odd 
game here and there we took a 
mental note of the facilities that 
were supposed to be up to a certain 
standard as one of the criteria for 
admission into the league. 
Brisbane City. There wasn’t any 
G| obvious ground improvements to 
=| be made, and the food is excellent. 
/| In fact the only criticism that The 
)| Farr Post can find is their lack of 
a matchday programme. (“Come 
on, Pam”) 

Taringa Rovers. With their 
obvious intentions to win the 
Premiership this year, and their 
investment in youth they obviously 
have big plans for the future. 
However, they must do something with their 
facilities if they are to compete in a state league 
or stronger South-West Queensland 
competition in years to come. The ground is 
not enclosed, and is a nightmare to police if 
you’re a marshall or gatekeeper (“Eh, Jim ?”). 
Brisbane Lions. Again, no complaints about 
the facilities, and they still attract good support 
at home on matchdays (see picture on page 2). 
Damn ! I was hoping to have a go at Les about 
something. 

Beenleigh. Once more the surprise package in 
this area too. Since our first visit before the 
season started they have built decking outside 
their clubhouse, and approached their inclusion 


in the competition very seriously indeed. 
Their attitude is excellent, and obviously 
have one eye on the future. 

Rochedale Rovers. As professional a club 
as you'll see in Queensland, maybe 
Australia, at this point in time. Their 
facilities are streets ahead of the majority 
of clubs, and have ideas for bigger things 
further down the track. 

Bundaberg Waves. Their pitchside 
facility is nearly finished, and will be very 
professional when it finally is. Again, the 
only complaint from this fan is the lack of 
a matchday programme, but with all their 
construction work, we can surely let them 
off on this one. (“Waddya reckon, John ?”) 
Coalstars. It’s no secret that they are 
struggling this year, and there haven’t 
been any notable improvements made at 
their ground. A lack of shade is the main 
criticism, but they have the potential to 
have a top class complex there, and we 
hope that they can sort themselves out, as 
Ipswich does need representation in a 
premier Queensland competition. 
Wynnum District. Their clubhouse and 
facilities on the nearside of the ground are 
excellent, but their inability in the future to 
develop the far side and behind the goals 
will obviously be held against them. 
C’mon lads build on the cricket pitch, no- 
one will notice, until it’s too late. (TM) 


Memorable Matches 
Two matches from the first round of 
games that stand out in my mind are , 
firstly, the Rochedale Rovers defeat of 
Lions in week 2, and the 2-2 draw 
fought out by Taringa and City in week 
5. On both occasions teams that looked 
out for the count made memorable 
fighbacks. Lions from 3-1 down to 4-3, 
with minutes to play, and City, who 
could have been five down at the break, 
came back from 2-0 to 2-2 in a very 
tactical match at Spencer Park. 
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Send us your club programmes, newsletters 0 


Programme Meview 


What ts a programme? 

We go to the theatre and we buy a programme. We go 
to indy on the Gold Coast and we buy a programme. 
BUT, what is a programme? Back in 1994 | produced 
@ publication called ‘Programme! Programme!’ which 
took a pictorial look at programmes from the 1950s to 
1970s peried. In the introduction | used the following 
to define a programma; 


© Programme n. a written or printed list of events, 
performers, etc., in a public performance. 


In the early part of the period mentioned above, a 
football programme probably did very little more than 
just give the tine ups of the two teams with a brief 
‘welcome’ and perhaps the league table. Nowadays, 
the supporter tends to be looking for more. So we can 
see a muftl purpose production which fulfils numerous 
roles. A programme is a souvenir, a collector's item, 
something to read at half time and an encyclopaedia 
of the game. Today it will often be a glossy, full colour 
production with 48 pages crammed full of news, 
profiles, quizzes, stats, club history, memories, 
fixtures, results and last but not least, the squads. At 
least if you are at Chelsea or Newcastle United. 


But here in Queensland we find more modest affairs. 
This column will take a took at what clubs In the local 
competition are doing. Each club, whether they be 
XOOO, 1st or any other division, and from any part of 
the state (including South Farr Wanderers) are invited 
to regularly send in their club issues for review to 


Ewen Anderson 
70 Box 5155 
Alexandra Hills QLD 4161 


This month we start by taking a look at four clubs from 
the re structured XXXX Premier League. Beenleigh, 
Brisbane Lions, Rochedale Rovers and Taringa 


Rovers. 
As, 
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Beenleigh v Brisbane City 
Saturday 15 March 1997 
Chris Green Park, Beenleigh 
12 x AG Pages -(3 pp ads} 


This issue doesn't look too bad at all! The cover Is 
light green in colour and clearty states the date of the 
game, the two teams and the address of the ground. 


There is even a lucky programme number. It doesn’t 
give the KO time of the main game - it’s only downfall. 


Looking inside we find that page 2 has an advert for 
the Friday night activities at the clubhouse. Page 3 
features the President's Message - a newsy welcome 
to one and all + ad. On page 4 "The Lion’s Eye is on 
youl”, Three pleces of pre season gossip + cartoon. 
Page 5 promotes the following weeks home game 
against Bundaberg - bul only mentions the Youth and 
tst X! KO times. There is aiso a 4% page womens 
report. The centre pages (6 & 7) have the squads for 
all three games for both sides. Includes coaches. 
Doesn't include team colours nor does it include KO 
time for 1st team game. 2 small ads are on P7. Pages 
8 & 9 give one paragraph profiles on each 1st team 
squad member. Easy, fight reading. 3 small ads on 
P9, Page 10 has a report on the game at Coalstars + 
ad. P11 promotes the Supporters Club with lots of 
good reasons to sign up whilst the back page features 
all the club's sponsors. 


Not a bad programme at all. Also included was a 
separate AS page featuring the “Lucky Program Quiz 
Question”. In which case what was the Lucky Program 
number for? In time | would like to see league tables 
and stats, but generally it has variety within ifs 12 
pages. | look forward to seeing this programme 
improve through the season. The early indication is 
that there is a commitment to the Issuing of a 
Programme. Well dene Beenteigh! 


Taringa Rovers v Bundaberg Waves 
Sunday Sth March 1997 
Jack Speare Park, Taringa 
4x AS Pages - (14 pp ads) 


A very simple affair with an uncluttered cover stating 
the date and two teams. No KO time Is given. The 
club's major sponsor Is also shown on the cover. Page 
2 gives the first team squads for both clubs along with 
tha coaches. No club colours are given. The next 
home game is promoted (with KO time) but no details 
of any youth or reserve games. Page 3 features the 
Coach's Comments, the supporters club badge plus 
ads for the club's facilities. Across both page 2 & 3 are 
smal) pictures of all 8 XXXX Premier League club 
badges. The back page has a good brief history of 
Bundaberg Waves (probably supplied by Bundaberg) 
+4 ads. 


And that's your fot!. For a club of Taringa’s stature, an 
Aé4 piece of paper folded in half is a bit disappointing. 
BUT, it is a programme and for that Taringa are to be 
applauded. The challenge for Taringa is to grow the 
issue and improve the content. Also included was a 2 
sided A4 page seeking mare sponsors. ! look forward 
to seeing more issues during the season. 
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teamsheets to get a mention on this page ! 


Rochedale Rovers vy Wynnum & District 
Friday 7th March, 1997 
Underwood Park, Priestdale 
28 x AS Pages - (% pp ads) 


I'd been told this was a real beauty! But in the end | 
was a jiltle disappointed because it turned out to be 
more a club magazine than a programme for the | 
game against Wynnum. Now there is plenty to read 
and there is a minor mention on the Wynnum game, | 
but there are no squad IIne ups and in reality no 
worthwhile mention of Wynnum. But, as | said, there Is 
plenty to read and only one extemal advert. The cover 
is on yellow paper and reflects the publication's name 
- “Rovers Review’. tl also features a pirate in a crows 
nest and the date of the Wynnum game. The print is in 
green. 


P2 - Promotes the next four games. P3 - Promotes the 
Wynnum game. P4 - Details of transfers in and out at 
the club since 1996. PS - Presidents Report. Pé - 
Youth Team Report. P7 - Promo for "inside Soccer” 
on Briz 31& Rover's Radio on FM 101. PS - Pt 2 of the 
trip to Ballina report. P9 - Reserve team pre season 
summary. P10 - The menu at the club’s ‘Captains 
Table’ restaurant. P14 - Junior Co-ordinator's Report. 
P12 - Player's 1978 profile featuring the current 
president as he was. P13 - Foundation Travet Silver 
Boot pre season compatition. P14/5 - The Phantom 
The Ghost who talks. Inside club gossip and quiz. P16 
- First team report and words to "You'll never walk 
alone!”. P17 - Cooper Stays Put. Capy of a newspaper 
article + Women's Team report. P18 - Juniors In the 
Limelight. P19/20 - Secretary Manager's report. 
P21/22/23 - Two or three fine profiles on each first 


team squad player. P24/5 - The Barfly, In House 


iG 
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waffle. P26/7 - KC's Komer. Coops denies the transfer 
rumours + ad. P28 - Promo for Club's Supendraw. 


Great all round news, but in some ways a bit all over 
the place. The standard of the written word left 
something to be desired with one sentence containing 
48 words and no commas. To make this a 
programme, it needs to start featuring the type of 
anicles & features such as line ups, KO times, info on 
the opponents, tables, fixtures & results etc. But then 
again, maybe Rochedale don't want this to be a 
programmet 


Brisbane Lions v Rochedale Rovers 
Sunday 18th March, 1997 
Richlands Stadium, Richlands 
4x AS Pages - (1 pp of ads) 


Haw can you fault a club programme that provides a 
half page advert promoting “The Farr Post"? 
Unfortunately there is not too much to this issue. The 
cover is plain but clear and features the traditional 
“Brisbane” Lion. The date of the game is shown but no 
KO time. Page 2 has a President's Welcome. Page 3 
has the first team squads but no team colours. The 
KO times are mentioned for all three games. Other 
than that no mention is made of the reserve of youth 
sides. Page 4 has two adverts. 


And that's your lot! Like Taringa's issue, disappointing. 
Hopefully we will see Lions produce something with 
more substance before the season is over. 


Until next time, keep the programmes coming in. 


The Farr Post 
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ro Keeping up with Australian football 


from Israel by David Hansen 


If you thought getting the latest news from the 
Ericsson Cup was hard in Australia - wait until 
you are living overseas!!! 

Here ft was, living in Israel for 2 years, and no 
way of keeping up with the latest results, team 
reports and gossip from the Ericsson Cup and 
Brisbane Strikers. Even though | have not lived 
in Queensland for 6 years, growing up playing 
football on the Sunshine Coast and following the 
Brisbane teams in the National Competition, | will 
always be a Queenslander and will always 
support the Queensland teams in the NSL. 

So how do | keep up with what is happening in 
Australian football? 

My main source of information is the ozsoccer 
internet mailing list, which keeps me up to date 
with all the latest results, gossip and side 
splitting comments from Johnny Warren on “On 
The Ball". Of course the only way to keep up with 
the Queensland football news is via The Farr 
Post - a most excellent fanzine. 

Other sources of information include the odd 
article on the intemet versions of the Age, The 
Australian and the Sydney Moming Herald. 


So how does Israeli football match up with the 
Australian version ? 

For the past 9 and the next 15 months, my wife 
and | are living in Israel, which as you could 
imagine is an experience and a half. As most 
people will remember, Israel (for political 
reasons) used to be in the Oceania group - in 
fact Israel stopped our passage to the 1990 
World Cup, when we lost in Tel Aviv. 

Over many years the Israeli and Australian 
soccer teams were the strongest teams in 
Oceania and fought a battle to win the group and 
passage to the next phase of qualification. 
Approximately 8 years ago Israel were admitted 
to the UEFA conference and now compete in all 
European Competitions, including the club 
competitions and the European Championship 
etc. So what has happened to Israeli soccer over 
the last 8 years, since they entered the Europe 
group? 

Firstly | think that the National Israeli League is 
of comparable standard to the EC, with Betar 
Jerusalem and Maccabi Tel Aviv giving the 
better teams in the EC a definite run for their 
money. However, | think that that is where the 
similarity ends. Israeli soccer has 2 pro/semi-pro 


divisions of 16 teams each - with full relegation 
and promotion. The fact that soccer is the main 
sport here and the short distances needed to 
travel (all teams are within 3 hours 

driving of each other - Israel is approx half the 
size of Tasmania) makes this kind of system 
affordable. 

Crowds at the better attended games tend to be 
between 10 and 15 thousand, while crowds of 
3000 at some games are not unknown. This 
year saw the first Arab team promoted to the 1st 
division, and while they will go down at the end 
of the season, it has been a relatively hassle 
free entry to the top flight (at some games there 
has been some racist taunting between the 
supporters, however on the field things are fine, 
with a few Jewish Israelis in the Arab team). 
Another major difference is the number of 
Israelis playing outside Israel. There are only 3 
playing overseas - Ronny Rosenthal, still with 
Spurs, Eyal Berkowitz, Robbie Slater's mate at 
Southampton, and a guy in Spain somewhere. 
There are at least another dozen or so players 
who could play ist or 2nd division soccer in 
England, but while Aussie. players leave so that 
they can become full professionals in Europe, all 
players in the first division here, are full time 
professionals, with suitably large salaries 
upwards of $US50k). 

The fact that only 3 Israelis have left home for 
overseas brings up the question of why players 
play in other countries - is it the money or the 
chance to improve as soccer players. Berkowitz 
was initially offered $US70k to play for 
Southampton, and turned it down. Why?? He 
was eaming $US200k here in Israel. BUT he is 
undoubtedly going to become a better player by 
playing over in England. 

So it is a catch 22 situation - Aussie players who 
do play overseas do definitely become better 
players, and can play as full time professionals, 
but this does hurt our National League. The 
Israeli national league is definitely better for 
having more players stay here, as the EC would 
be if the overseas players were playing in Oz. 


Attention !{! 
All you INTERNET junkies !!! 


Visit the OzSoccer web site at 
http://ozsoccer.thehub.com.au 
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When we get to the stage where players only 
leave to play with teams in the English 
Premiership, Serie A or Bundesleiga, instead 
of for 3rd division English teams, - then we will 
have possibly the best Soccer competition we 
will get. 

This has a bearing on the National team also. 
The Israeli team benefits from all the players 
playing with & against each other more often. 
Their position in Europe also helps. Wins in 
it's European competitions, against France in 
Paris during the last European Cup qualifiers 
and Bulgaria (minus Stoichkov) here in Tel 
Aviv this year in a World Cup qualifier have 
been great, but they have not been consistent 
enough to make it through to any major 
competitions. Being in the Europe division 
allows them to play many more top class 
teams than the Socceroos get to. The club 
teams playing in the European club 
competitions is also good for the national 
league, although no team is yet to win through 
to the main competition. 

The Australian team benefits from having so 
many players gaining experience in good 
competitions in Europe, but loses through not 
playing together regularly (really the full 
Socceroos side only plays 3 or 4 games 
together every 4 years). 

On the Israeli performances | have watched, a 
full Socceroos team would beat them fairly 
easily, with the home based Socceroos team 
probably also winning in a tight game. 

| should also mention that football (as it is 
called here - we really should reclaim the 
name in Australia) is and will remain the 
national sport. Basketball will be a close 
second. Everywhere I go I see kids kicking the 
ball around on patches of spare dirt 
everywhere. This is very much in contrast to 
Australia - where kids play touch footy/ aussie 
rules/cricket in the streets, even if a majority of 
them play soccer on Saturday mornings. As it 
always has been in Australia, we still must 
ingrain soccer into the national psyche, so that 
kids heros aren't Langer, Lockett and co, but 
Zelic, Okon, Bosnich, Trimboli, Tobin etc. 

So in summary, Israel's being in UEFA and it's 
ability to run a fully professional soccer 
competition are a bonus, but Australia having 
so many players playing in overseas 
competitions definitely give the Socceroos an 
edge if the two teams were to play again - a 
prospect | would enjoy over the next 18 
months. 


|Every Thursday 9PM 


Coalstars having 
second thoughts 


It’s been reported elsewhere about 
Coalstars having a Special General 
Meeting to discuss their future in the 
XXXX Premier League. Well I happened 
to bump into their President, Ross Hallett, 
at the recent game against Beenleigh when 
they turned it on, and won 2-0. You know 
how itis... 

“Oh, Ross | G'day, fancy meeting you 
here.” Well, it wasn’t exactly like that, but 
as soon as I saw him I cornered him, and 
forced him to spill the beans, threatening 
him with a videotape of Kieran Coopers 
nicest comments about the Coalstars 
facilities. 

Anyway, it seems that after the S.G.M. they 
had a meeting with all the other Ipswich 
clubs, and discussed the possibility of an 
Ipswich based team being involved in the 
competition next year. Those clubs have 
now taken it back to their respective 
committees for discussion, and Coalstars 
will speak to them further in the future. 

In the meantime, Ross and the Coalstars 
board are having a meeting with the Q.S.F. 
to discuss the matter with them. 

When I asked if they’d be pulling out, the 
answer was most definately “No”, and they 
have every intention of fulfilling their 
commitments this season. 

I think that everybody will wish them the 
best for the coming months, and hope that 
a team from Ipswich, of some description, 
is in the competition next year. 


Inside Soccer Show 
Briz 31 T.V. station 
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or oa Strikers in play-offs 
Rum a nem: eee 
= 3 : A number of the current Strikers squad 


As we discussed in our First Round review 
(pages 14 and 15), the Waves are struggling 
away in Brisbane, and until their loss in 
week 8 to Taringa by the odd goal, were 
unbeaten at the Thabeban Sports Complex. 

Their lack of a real out and out striker is 
something that they obviously miss, and 
they are still having discussions with Alan 
Hunter and Rod Brown to get them for five 
or six games in mid-season. Where Hunter 
is going to play will be a big conundrum for 
coach Aldo Baretta. His defence is the 
strongest unit on the field at the moment. 
Stephen Starr and Paul Fagan are doing a 
tremendous job at the back, with the 
midfield coming a very close second. The 
two kiwis, John Lawler and Michael Legg 
are working very hard in the middle of the 
park, with Lawler, particularly, impressing 
in their last minute away loss to Brisbane 
Lions in week 6 of the first round of games. 
After their recent home draw against 
Rochedale Rovers, coach Aldo Barretta had 
this to say, 

“We definitely threw two points away 
tonight. I thought that in the second half we 
dominated for most of the 45 minutes, and 
it was the missed opportunities, again that 
let us down.” 

And on that last minute loss at Lions... 

“T thought that we played all over Lions for 
most of the 90 minutes, and it was only the 
fact that we had Anthony Brown sent off 
that we probably ran out of legs in the last 
ten minutes.” 

The teams to watch out for... 

“Obviously Rochedale. Also Taringa and of 
course Brisbane City. But we’re improving 
all the time, and are beginning to get a few 
good performances together, and we'll be 
up there come the end of the season.” 

Over the next few weeks they entertain 
Beenleigh on the 17th May, play away at 
Brisbane City on the 25th, and then 
Wynnum on the Ist June. 
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Alan HUNTER - appeared in finals for: 
Brisbane Lions 1984 (2 finals games); 

Sydney Croatia 1988 (3 games - 1 goal (grand 
final)) - fost to Marconi in Grand Final: 
Brisbane Strikers 1995/96 (2 games). 


have already appeared in a finals 
series or indeed a Grand Final, 
Andrew Howe is a keen statistician 
from South Australia, and he has 
provided us with the following info on 
our more senior players. 
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Gary PHILLIPS 

Sydney Olympic 1984 (6 games - 1 goal) 
- lost to South Melbourne in Grand Final; 

1986 (6 games - 3 goals); 

1988 (1 games): 

1989/90 (4 games) - won grand final: 

1991/92 (2 games); 

Brisbane Strikers 1995/96 (2 games). 


Frank FARINA 

Sydney City 1985 (4 games - 1 goal) 

- lost to Brunswick Juventus in Grand Final; 
1986 (1 game); 

Marconi 1988 (4 games - 1 goal) 

- beat Sydney Croatia in Grand Final; 
Brisbane Strikers 1995/96 (2 games - 1 goal). 


Rod BROWN 

Marconi 1984 (2 games - 1 goal); 
1985 (4 games - 2 goals): 

1986 (2 games); 

Brisbane Strikers 1995/96 (2 games). 


Danny WRIGHT 

South Melbourne 1988 (2 games - 1 goal): 
1989/90 (2 games); 

1990/91 (3 games) - beat Melbourne Croatia in 
Grand Final; 

1991/92 (3 games - 1 goal) 

1992/93 (1 game) 

Brisbane Strikers 1995/96 (2 games) 


Nick MEREDITH 
Marconi 1993/94 (3 games) 
UTS Olympic 1995/96 (2 games) 


STRIKERS V COLLINGWOOD WARRIORS. | |? 
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SUNDAY, 13 APRIL, 1997 AT OLYMPIC PARK. 


Kevin Christopher is Editor of the first ever Australian football fanzine “Studs Up”, which is 
now coming up to its second birthday. Well done, Kev. 

Living in Melbourne, Kev has had the opportunity to see plenty of N.S.L. games this season, 
and here he gives us a quick resume of the demise of the Warriors, and his thoughts on how 
the Strikers will fare come play-off time. 

We must warn readers that they may find some sentences disturbing ! 


Everyone is aware of the problems Collingwood has 
faced this season but there's been plenty of people 
ready to kick them while they are down. The amount 
of negative press has been enormous (which was to be 
expected given the farcical circumstances surrounding 
the on again/off again status of the club). But the 
sense of hopelessness evident amongst the players and 
coach has been distressing for the Melbourne based 
fans who enjoyed the opportunity of watching the 
fledgling club take on the established big boys. 


has been spasmodic this season but I would have 
thought that with this being the last home game the 
dichards may have tried to inspire one last hurrah. To 
finish as they started, perhaps. 


Nah, normal service resumed after the break and the 
only surprise was that it took Brisbane so long to 
score. But after 68 minutes a mistake by Joe Vekic let 
in Wayne Knipe who evaded Alan Davidson and 
comfortably beat Juric. Brown gave the scoreboard a 
more realistic look when he added the second from a 
The (lack of) atmosphere at the last couple of games through ball by Troy Cranney. 
has been bloody depressing. The attendance for the 
Brisbane clash was again below 1000 and again for 
long periods of the game you could hear a pin drop. 
Well, not quite, but you could certainly hear the 
players calling out to each other on the other side of 
the park, and from the top deck of the Olympic Park 
grandstand that is some feat | If the fans lacked 
enthusiasm, then the players did little to raise their 
spirits. They wandered around aimlessly at times, just 
not caring, which was a real insult to the fans who 
actually paid to get in. Anyway enough about 
Collingwood, this is a Queensland publication ! 


While Brisbane impressed, they again failed to 
murder an under-manned opponent and some killer 
instinct is going to have to appear if they are to win the 
Encsson Cup. Collingwood were truly (a)pathetic at 
times and the Brisbane midfield often had so much 
time they didn’t know where to start looking for 
openings. The game meandered around with the result 
never in doubt but despite having all the play Farina 
should be concerned that only two goals were scored. 
He was just happy to secure the double chance 
though, pointing out that nobody in this country 
remembers the minor premiers anyway 

Farina went into the game with the same starting 
line-up for the second consecutive match, and I can't 
remember the last time that happened. But with Alan 
Hunter getting through the Cosmos match unscathed 
Farina was happy enough to play with the same | had a real off day), Canberra, Collingwood and 
attack-oriented combination, perhaps saying Gippsland. Not the sort of preparation you'd want 
something about the way Collingwood have played of | when you're about to face the best team in the league 
late. Also. the game itself meant far more to Brisbane, Particularly defensive preparation. 
who would clinch second spot if they could fly home —<— 
with three points, and it showed. The Strikers totally 
dominated the first half and Frank Juric was B.O.G. 
in the first half with a string of good saves. Second 
best on ground was the Warriors’ woodwork, which 
denied both Wehrman and Meredith from outside the 
10 yard box 


The biggest problem facing Brisbane in the lead-up 
to the finals is the lack of hard matches. Over the final 
four weeks they will have played Perth Glory (who 


If you think The Farr Post is the only 
decent fanzine out there, you’re sadly 
mistaken. 


Studs Up looks at the whole National 
Soccer League and can be obtained by 
sending $3 to 

Kevin Christopher, PO Box 53, Oakleigh 
South, Victoria 3167. Worth a read ! 


At half time a hundred or so Heidelberg fans 
verbally abused the players as they walked off the 
pitch. No surprise there - their support of the players 
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Junior Jottings 
Bryn Solly of the Brisbane Souther Districts Junior| 
Soccer Association gives us a quick resume on the 


enormous number of kids playing our game in 
Queensland. 


As a follow up to our article 
last month on Womens Soccer, 
Easts/Mt.Gravatt won . the 
competition defeating the 
ae (ite or + | Q.A.S. 3-1 in the final. 

The B.S.D.J.A. covers a wide area. Geographically it starts at the! Sixteen teams competed over 
Brisbane River and stretches to Jimboomba and Beenleigh in the] the weekend of 19/20 April, 
south, out to Ipswich in the west, and all the way out to the bay and teams from as far away as 
area. Within that huge area we have 41 clubs affiliated to us, and the Sunshine Coast, Lismore 
these range from the big, established clubs like Brisbane Lions to the Gold Coast and I wien 
clubs who don’t even have seniors including schools and . p 
colleges. This year Brisbane Lions have upwards of 40 teams. Cae to play against the 
The number of kids that we have playing football every weekend| Brisbane based teams. 

is well over 7000. These children play in over 260 teams in age] Gold Coast defeated Margate 
groups that range from Under 7’s to Under 17’s or junior colts,] in the Consolation Cup, for 
with our busiest age groups being 9, 10 and 11 with over 1000] teams beaten in the first round. 
kids playing in each of these groups.If you realise that those! A number of games went to 
figures only represent the area mentioned above, and that extra-time and two were 
Brisbane Northern districts have comparable figures, you are . Z 
looking at 14,000 kids playing football every weekend. That ener - oe 
eclipses rugby league, Aussie rules and rugby union put together, P . 

so let’s not under-estimate the strength of our game in| WOMens Soccer in TEP9. 


Queensland. : 
Age Group No. Players 
97 776 


So let’s have a look at the type of football being 
Under 7 


played in each age group in more detail... 

Under 7’s and under 8’s play a modified game on 
a quarter size field, with 6 players per team, with 
unlimited interchange. 

Under 9’s and 10’s play on a half size field with 9 
players per team and interchange. 

From Under 11 upwards to under 15 games are 
played on a full size pitch, with 11 players per 
team, and interchange. There is a different length 
of time for each game depending on the age of the 
teams. 

From under 7 to under 10 there is no competition 
football played. the emphasis is on enjoyment, and 
introducing the juniors to the game. But we don’t 
just educate the kids. Parents leam as much about 
football as do their offspring, and usually get more 
excitement too. 

To the right is a table showing the age groups and 
the number of teams and players in each of those 
age brackets. 

For more information contact Bryn through 
Brisbane Lions on 3271 3609, 


Under 8 


Under 9 


Under 10 


Under 11 


Under 12 


Under 13 


Under 14 


Under 15 


Under 17 
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In three weeks, time, 14 Brisbane players will be departing on a trip to China as 
members of the Queensland Under 15 Invitational side drawn from players currently in 
the Talented Player Program. The invitations to prospective players were extended 
following an approach to the Regional Director of Coaching, Tony Buesnel, by the 
Chairman of the Queensland - China Council and the Trade Mission to China which 
encompasses Government Ministers, Corporate Executives and Media who will be 
visiting China for nine days. 

The soccer squad is the only sports group accompanying the Mission and the 
responsibilities and profile being given to the squad is quite enormous. 

Qusensland’s success at last years' Under 14's National Championships obviously had 
an influence on what age group to invite, especially as the original team to approach 
were the Brisbane Strikers who could well be playing in the Ericsson Cup Final in May. 
Eleven of the National winning team are going with seven based in Bnsbane South and 
for logistical reasons, Brisbane South will be looking to host the Chinese next year but 
felt that invitations should be extended to other centres in Queensland and particularly 
players in the Talented Player Program. 

With such a short amount of time to organise such a venture, the support from the 
Queensland Government, Ansett, Uhlsport, Lowes Corporate Wear in Sydney and 
particularly, major sport sponsor, Mr Santo Cosco of Cosco Holdings has enabled the 
tour to go ahead at an absolute minimal cost to the players and parents. The experience 
should be inspiring with particularly the Government and the Department of Economic 
and Trade Development playing a very high profile on the importance of developing the 
sporting links with, for instance, the first game on May Ist being played as the curtain 
raiser to a China Cup match in Shanghai at the 85,000 capacity Jiangwan Stadium, 
probably being televised, with an expected crowd of 50.000 plus in attendance. 

The players will spend five days in Shanghai playing a second game before flying to 
Shenzhen for a further game with Guangzhou also looking to fit a game in prior to 
returning via Hong Kong on May 26th. Add to that the official functions, receptions and 
sight seeing, the players will have experienced a trip of a lifetime and are certain to have 
a full list of stories to tell before continuing their experience as players, and everybody 
1 am certain wishes them a wonderful and safe 
tour as ambassadors for Queensland sport and|“Footballer in another life” 
their clubs. 
The players are: If you know of anybody in your club 
Mark Carter, Daniel Corbett, Mark Davidson, |Who does extra-ordinary things when 
Garreth Dorey, Daniel Dreger, Christopher Field, |¢Y’t® not playing football, contact us, 
James Johnson, Mark Krebs, Jared Lowe, ee hens in our new Series 
Jonathan Mckain, Cory Nicholson, Jade North, : 


. {Also if your club has a matchday 
Lachlan Roberts, Trevor Skoda, Wayne Srhoj, programme or newsletter, send them to 


Adam Webber. us so that Ewan Anderson can pick fault 


with them, and generally humiliate your 
Bryn Solly. hard work. 
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Richos Review 
(The First Division Roundup) 
by Dave Richardson 


Division 1 North and South are well underway, now, with Toowoomba United the only 
undefeated team so far. Their early form makes one wonder who will beat them in the 
southern division. However in Division 1 North Pine Rivers and North Star hold first and 


second spots and look like the teams to beat there. Early reports say that crowds are - 


good, but could be better, and a suggestion maybe (and | said “maybe”) for next year 
could be that both leagues come together containing the best 14 teams. Other 
suggestions are — why not 2 leagues of 8 teams playing each other 3 times, similar to 
the Premier League. | prefer this option but that is only my opinion. Something to think 
about.... 


Division 1 South. 

My last review saw me tip Toowoomba to do well, and nothing so far suggests to me 
that | should change my mind. In fact, | think they will get stronger as the rest of the 
teams start losing players due to injury and suspension. My second tip, Inala, have 
made the bright start | mentioned, but may not have the depth to win the competition. 
But their league position says that they will still give it a shake. After a slow start Mount 
Gravatt have come strong, and again have recruited. Darryl Grundy has returned to 
haunt clubs, with Anthony Roach also signing. How they might roo their early form. 
Rocklea, Slacks Creek and Acacia Ridge are all very capable of beating anybody on 
their day and will fight out the remaining spot. Too early to say which of these, though. 


Division 1 North. 

It's all very close at the top of the northern division, with ex-XXXX Premier League 
representatives North Star and Pine Rivers setting the pace with Mitchelton hot on their 
heels. In fact Mitchelton Spokesman, Steve Forsyth described North Star in an earlier 
fax as “very young and talented” and reports for Pine Rivers is they are more than 
happy with their team. For me these three teams will fight out the league with 
Capalaba, Eastern Suburbs and Albany Creek to fill the fourth spot. Again, these three 
teams are capable of beating anybody on their day. 


The next round of the Semi-Pro cup has been made with 4 teams playing and 6 having 
a bye. Sounds a bit Irish, but it's not ! Any team who made it through the first round can 
win it, now that the lesser teams, as such, are out. So, from here on in, home 
advantage will mean an awful lot. Finally, best of luck to all who play this game of ours, 
and well done to all the people from Presidents, Committee people and supporters, 
who do so much behind the scenes to make it possible. 


Watch Inside Soccer on Briz 31, at 9PM 

on Thursday nights for a full round up, a 

news and reviews, because you won't Paul Harley 
a ™, Photographer 

(07) 3267 0681 


read about it in the newspapers. 


*Don't forget to fax your match reports 
to Dave on 3277 1187, for inclusion in 
this column, and on the Briz 31 show, 
Inside Soccer. 
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Odds ‘n’ Sods 
Folks, 


Here are the Courier-Wail figures since 
the last lot. 


There have been 44 copies of the 
Courier-Mail and there were 17 days with 
no STRIKERS. That means 27 days with 
STRIKERS which is 61% and a record 
for the periods recorded this season. 


Cheers, 


David Marshall 
Brisbane. 


Squad numbers ? 
We’re a bit confused here at the TFP 


office. “Yes, we know”, I hear from 
various people. 

But, are the XXXX teams as listed in 
the “Eye on Soccer” squad numbers or 
not ? A couple of games that we have 
attended this season have had teams 
playing that did not match the numbers 
given in the magazine. Or maybe it’s 
another Q.S.F. plan to ensure that 
nobody knows who they are. 
Something else to think about ! 


Subscriptions 


To subscribe to The Parr Post, 
send your name and address to 
Sports Print, 

PO Box 478, 

Bulimba Qld 4171 


| along with a cheque for $25 


(payable to Sports Print), and 
you will receive 12 monthly 
copies. 

Unfortunately, as of Ist May our 
subscription rate will increase to 
$25, so get in now, before the 
price increase. 


As the National Soccer League 
season begins to wind down, we 
are in the process of finding other 
outlets for this magazine. So far 
a number of XXXX Premier 
League and First Division clubs 
have expressed an interest in 
promoting The Farr Post, and 
we are hoping to get other clubs 
involved aswell. We do have a 
long term plan for this magazine, 
so if any clubs want to take a 
number of copies off our hands 
each month, then contact the 
Editor, Tony Moran. 


Please send me a twelve month subscription to “The Farr Post”, 
starting with issue number (The May, 1997 issue is number 8). _ 


I enclose a cheque for $25 payable to Sports Print. 


Post Code - 


The Farr Post - “It’s not the truth that hurts, it’s how you read it !” 


A 
1 
i 
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+__\ Letters to The Editor 

Dear Sir, 


Being a relative newcomer to Brisbane | have enjoyed being able to 
watch soccer via the Strikers games and the local league. I have in 
fact not missed a Strikers match,at home, in the last 2 seasons which | 
guess qualifies me as a “supporter”. 

There are a couple of things that really.annoy me and | believe are 
valid reasons for the lack of support shown through the “gate"at both a 
National and Local League level The first is the practice of players 
holding shirts or arms or whatever else they can lay their hands on 
once a player looks like getting a break on them. One of the great joys 
of soccer used to be a player making a break and heading in the 
direction of the opposition goalmouth with defenders in pursuit. In 
these times he is more often than not held back off the ball and a free 
kick given which naturally brings a halt to the game.Other times the so 
called “advantage” rule is played and in most cases the move breaks 
down. On a percentage basis the defending side comes out the 
winner on something which is a blatant foul 

f the custodians of the game were serious about the game being 
played, as it was first intended and for the benefit of players and 
supporters, they would snuff out this practice immediatly by issuing a 
few red cards. I'm sure players would soon get the message and we 
as paying customers would get full value for our money and the skillful 
player would not be inhibited. 

To close on this subject | never hear this blight on the game discussed 
in the media. Am | the only one who feels let down by these actions 
which are totally against the spirit of the game?.. over to you SBS. 
Lastly | have been amazed at the lack of spectator support at Strikers 
home games in a city the size of Brisbane . Having been in the media 
for many years | can understand some of the problems most of which 
lay directly at the feet of the media proprietors who have vested 
interests . The other major reason,in my opinion, is the outrageous 
costs involved with the use of Suncorp. The cost of food, drink- a 
plastic cup of beer has now risen to $3.30 admission(up this season), 
programmes (up this season) are factors tuming away fans in droves. 
To cap all this off the playing surface is sub standard. If they believe 
they will get a share of the Olympic early round matches without some 
surface improvements they had better think again. The alternative ? 
Hopefully Queensland Soccer can have more influence when the 
Crushers fold next year ! In the meantime get behind the Strikers - 
vote with your non attendance at the bar and snack bar and lobby the 
powers that be if you believe the above are factors inhibiting the 
growth of soccer in Old 


Mike Parker, 
Spring Hill. 


Sir, 

On Monday, 24th March at Pine 
Rivers ground, the New Zealand 
under 17 World Cup team played a 
Brisbane North select team. The 
kiwis won 3-2. It was quite a good 
game - very fast, but as usual the 
pre-match publicity was poor, and 
the game had a poor attendance. 
When IJ tried to interest the Courier- 
Mail, they told me that they 
“couldn’t cover everything”. This 
was on a Monday night and the 
Buncos were at home to Canberra. 
Surely an international team in a 
town like Brisbane should get 
coverage ? 

And this is the newspaper that has 
“Everything for soccer !” 

We are not vocal enough in our 
condemnation of the media for the 
poor coverage of football in this 
country. We are NOT a minority 
code. We are the only skilful code, 
and our name is “Football” in over 
190 countries worldwide. We are 
part of a massive pyramid of teams 
playing throughout the world. 
Never mind the 80,000 who watched 
an Aussie Rules game at the M.C.G. 
last week, what about the 110,000 al 
Barcelona EVERY week ! 

I never knocked other footballing 
codes, until I heard it called 
“WogBall”, and other unprintable 
terms, and then I did get angry. We 
play the only “footballing” code, and 
should reclaim the name as this 
magazine says. 


“Toe Bloggs”, 

Paddington. 

(“Joe Bloggs, yeah I'd like to believe 
that !) 


The Farr Post 


How many more people will be banned from 


The opinions given within 
these pages are those of the 
individual contributors, and 
The Farr Post accepts no 
responsibility for the rubbish 
that they may write ! 


Warning ! This is a cheap 
football magazine - don't 


be misled by glossier 
imitations. 


Next Month 
Submissions for the 


1998 XXXX Premier 


League season must 
be in by the end of 
June, TFP will look 
at some of the likely 
contenders - and the 


selection process (7). 


Oh.. 


. Gods of Suncorp, 
Lords of Perry Park! Please 
allow a mere mortal like me 
to read The Farr Post! 


The Farr Post, 
c/- Sports Print 
PO Box 478, 
Bulimba, 


Qld 4171. 


Fax: 3899 0497 
Mob: 0411 367 357 
e-mail: ajm@world.net 
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—— 
Special Grand Final. Issue 
7 


Interview with Brisbane Lions 
President, Gary Wilkins - The 
1960 European Cup Final - 
1998 XXXX Premier League 
submissions - Richos first 
division roundup - France 
1998 World Cup Trip. 


"Football's not a matter of life or 
death, it’s much more important 
than that." 

The late, great Bill Shankly. 


